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Project

Class 3 solar farm as defined by Section 4 of O. Reg. 359/09.

Proponent

First Solar Development (Canada), Inc. (hereinafter referred to as “First Solar”).

About The Proponent

The proponent, First Solar, develops and constructs solar farms and is a solar module
manufacturer producing low cost thin film photovoltaic modules. First Solar manufactures and
uses low profile (less than 2m high), stationary thin film photovoltaic arrays which minimize wind
loading and visual impacts. First Solar’s modules consume no fuel and create no atmospheric
emissions, ground vibrations or water pollution in the generation of electricity. The proponent
has proposed and established a number of solar farms in North America, Europe and Asia,
including projects developed by First Solar and its affiliates, and by project partners that use First
Solar-manufactured modules in their projects. Projects include a planned solar farm in San Luis
Obispo County, California which will generate 550 MW of electricity when complete. In Ontario,
First Solar has completed constructing an 80 MW solar farm in the City of Sarnia which is now
the largest photovoltaic solar facility in the world.

Project Description

A solar farm is proposed which will collect the energy from the sun using thin film photovoltaic
modules and convert it to electrical energy for distribution to the local electricity distribution
system. The proposed solar farm will be capable of producing 20 MW of electricity and will be
developed within the boundaries of the subject site. The solar farm is designated as a “class 3”
solar facility as defined by Section 4 of O. Reg. 359/09 regarding Renewable Energy Approvals. A
class 3 solar facility is a renewable energy facility with a name plate power capacity greater than
10kW situated at any location other than being mounted on the roof or wall of a building.

Aboriginal Consultation List

On October 30, 2009, First Solar provided the Director with a description of the project and
requested a list of aboriginal communities who:

i) have or may have constitutionally protected aboriginal or treaty rights that may be
adversely impacted by the project; or

ii) otherwise may be interested in any negative environmental effects of the project.
Pursuant to Section 14 of the Regulation, the Ministry provided the Aboriginal Consultation List
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which included Aamjiwnaang First Nation (formerly Chippewas of Sarnia) and Bkejwanong
Territory (formerly Walpole Island First Nation) on January 25, 2010 (exhibit 1).

On May 11, 2011 the Ministry of Environment provided First Solar with a letter which advised
that aboriginal consultation list provided on January 25, 2010 did not include the most proximate
1701 Treaty / Albany Deed Community (exhibit 1). As such, the Ministry of Environment
requested that First Solar also consult with the Oneida Nation of the Thames.

Distribution of Required Notices

Prior to receiving the Aboriginal Consultation List from the Ministry under Sec. 14 of the
Regulation, First Solar took initiative to issue the Notice of the Proposal to engage in a renewable
energy project and Notice of Public Meeting to each Aboriginal Community on the aboriginal
consultation list under Sec. 14 of the Regulation in accordance with Sec. 15 of the Regulation. In
addition, notice of the public meeting and notice of the proposal to engage in a renewable
energy project were published in the Sarnia Observer newspaper on Saturday December 12,
2009 and again on Monday December 14", 2009 (exhibit 2). The aforementioned notices were
distributed greater than 30 days before the first public meeting.

On March 22, 2010, a subsequent letter was mailed to each aboriginal community on the
aboriginal consultation list under Sec. 14 of the Regulation with Notice of the Final Public Meeting
(exhibit 2). Pursuant to the Sec. 15 (6) (1) of the Regulation, the notice of public meeting was also
published in the Sarnia Observer newspaper on Thursday March 18th, 2010 and again on Friday
March 19t, 2010. The notice was also posted on the First Solar website as required by the
Regulation. The aforementioned notice of public meeting was distributed greater than 30 days
before the final public meeting.

Distribution of Project Description Report and Summary of
Draft Reports

Prior to receiving the Aboriginal Consultation List under Sec. 14, First Solar provided a hard copy of
the Project Description Report to Aamjiwnaang First Nation and Bkejwanong Territory on
December 14", 2009. Hard copies of the Project Description Report were made available to the
public at the January 14, 2010 public meeting and posted to the First Solar project website. In
accordance with Sec. 17(1), the Project Description Report summarized the draft documents
required under Part IV of the Regulation.

Written Request Regarding Constitutionally Protected
Aboriginal or Treaty Rights

Pursuant to Sec. 17 (1)(2) of the Regulation, before drafts of documents were distributed to the
public under Sec. 16 (5), First Solar did not have reason to believe that the project would impact
constitutionally protected aboriginal or treaty rights because: (a) the project is proposed to be
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located on private lands which have been farmed for over a century; and (b) in First Solar’s view,
the project will be a more benign use of the lands than the current use (i.e., there will be
negligible, if any, impact). However, in accordance with Sec. 17 (1) (4) of the Regulation, each
Aboriginal Community on the aboriginal consultation list under Sec. 14 of the Regulation was
asked on December 14, 2009 to provide, in writing, input on the project with respect to
constitutionally protected rights and any related mitigation measures (exhibit 3). There was no
response received to this request.

No members or representatives of any of the Aboriginal Communities on the list obtained from
the Director were present at the first public meeting held on January 14, 2010. First Solar then
sent out a subsequent letter to the Aboriginal Communities on the aboriginal consultation list
under Sec. 14 of the Regulation on February 26", 2010 seeking input on the project with respect
to constitutionally protected aboriginal rights and any related mitigation measures. On March
12, 2010 Dean Jacobs, Bkejwanong Territory, responded to this February 26, 2010 letter with a
request for a meeting with First Solar to discuss compliance with the Walpole Island First Nation
Consultation and Accommodation Protocol. He attached a copy of this protocol to his response.
Aamjiwnaang First Nation did not provide any response to First Solar’s February 26, 2010 letter.

As outlined in the Status of Aboriginal Consultation section of this report, consultation with
aboriginal communities is ongoing regarding any constitutionally protected aboriginal or treaty
rights that the community has identified as being adversely impacted by the renewable energy
project; and, measures for mitigating any adverse impacts, including any measures identified by
the community.

Drafts of Reports and Studies made Available

In accordance with Sec. 16 (1)(5) of the Regulation, drafts of the reports and studies were made
available on December 14, 2009 when First Solar provided each aboriginal community on the
Aboriginal Consultation List with the project website address which had soft copies of project
reports available to download. Neither Aamjiwnaang First Nation nor Bkejwanong Territory
appear to have made hard copies of the draft reports available in each community 60 days
before the final public meeting pursuant to Sec. 15 (1)(5) of the Regulation. First Solar then sent
a second letter to both Communities on February 26™, 2010 with a soft copy of draft reports and
studies to engage the communities in the consultation process. In addition, a private individual
meeting with each aboriginal community was offered by First Solar (exhibit 4).

Hard copies of the draft reports were provided to the communities at First Solar’s initiative, in
order to provide them with a complete set of project documentation for their review. For
Aamjiwnaang, the documents were provided during the first meeting in person held on April 29,
2010. For Bkejwanong Territory, a full set of project reports and drawings was sent to Dean
Jacobs via courier on May 19, 2010. Bkejwanong Territory has asked that future hard copies of
materials be provided directly to Dean Jacobs, Consultation Manager, and Lee White, Economic
Development.

On May 17, 2011 First Solar met with representatives of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy,
including Chief Al Day of Oneida Nation of the Thames. As requested by Chief Day, consultation
with Oneida Nation of the Thames will be undertaken through the Haudenosaunee Confederacy.
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At the meeting, First Solar presented an overview of the Sombra Solar Farm project (along with
several other projects under development including Moore, Belmont, and Amherstburg). An
additional summary report was presented, outlining the history and status of archaeological
investigation and findings at the various project locations. Since project documents have already
been downloaded (from First Solar’s website at http://canada.firstsolar.com), First Solar did not

provide additional hard copies of the project reports.

Consultants

First Solar engaged MclLeod Wood Associates Inc., who are independent aboriginal relations
consultants, to provide advice and recommendations for consultation with First Nations and
Métis communities identified by the Ontario Ministry of the Environment and through
independent research and assessment. First Solar also engaged the Lakeshore Group, who are
land use planning consultants, to assist in the Renewable Energy Approval (“REA”) process.

Status of Aboriginal Consultations

This report sets out the status of First Solar’s Aboriginal Consultation process as of May 2011.
First Solar will issue updated reports during the course of ongoing consultation. First Solar
recognizes that First Nations and Meétis communities in Ontario have rights that are
constitutionally protected, and that renewable energy developments may impact these rights.
Through consultation with First Nations and Métis community leaders, staff, and community
members, First Solar is working to determine whether its Sombra Solar Farm and other proposed
projects would have any expected or potential impacts on these rights and whether there are
strategies to mitigate any impacts.

While the “duty to consult and accommodate” rests with the Crown, certain procedural aspects
may be delegated to proponents. First Solar understands that through the Renewable Energy
Approval process, the Crown has delegated certain aspects of the consultation process. These
include consultation with potentially impacted aboriginal communities and the identification of
any expected or potential impact on constitutionally-protected treaty or aboriginal rights. First
Solar is engaging with communities in order to understand any assertions of impact on these
rights.

First Solar works to investigate any existing or asserted claims or rights by First Nations or Métis
communities at any of First Solar’s proposed project sites using the formal consultation contact
list provided by the Ontario Ministry of the Environment, as well as through meetings and
discussions with First Nations and Métis communities. First Solar is prepared to assess any
assertions of impacts and to work with aboriginal communities to identify strategies to mitigate
or avoid potential impacts.

Resource constraints for First Nations and Métis communities require additional efforts on
behalf of First Solar to ensure that communities are able to provide input that can be integrated
into project planning. Consequently, consultation with these communities will remain an
ongoing effort throughout the project development process, not just during the environmental
approval process. As well, in order to more fully consult with the potentially impacted
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communities, First Solar has adopted a proactive consultation approach. This approach includes
active attempts to meet with First Nations or Métis communities to discuss the proposed
project. Also included are attempts to contact the relevant community leaders or staff by email,
letter, or phone, and an effort to meet in person a representative from each community.

First Solar has met with representatives from Aamjiwnaang First Nation and Bkejwanong
Territory. A meeting with Sharilyn Johnston, Environment Officer and Wilson Plain, Health and
Environment Committee member, was held at the Aamjiwnaang First Nation Health and
Environment Office on April 29, 2010. A meeting with representatives of Bkejwanong Territory,
Dean Jacobs, Consultation Manager, Jared MacBeth, Project Review Coordinator, and Lee White,
Director of Economic Development was held on June 8, 2010, at the Walpole Island Heritage
Centre.

Both communities have expressed an interest in economic opportunities associated with the
project. The communities have also expressed an interest in the archaeological work that has
been undertaken, and the discovery of any artifacts of aboriginal origin.

Regarding potential for employment and contracting opportunities during construction and
operation of the project, First Solar is working with communities to identify the skills and
capacities required during the construction and operation phases of the project, and will work
with its contractors to encourage Aboriginal employment, and/or contracting with Aboriginal
businesses. To that end, First Solar has prepared an aboriginal policy that gives preference to
qualified subcontractors that are majority-owned by local First nations and other aboriginal
peoples (“Aboriginal Subcontractors”), and also gives preference to qualified subcontractors who
in turn give preference to Aboriginal Subcontractors. First Solar’s aboriginal policy also promotes
the contribution of time and money to foundations and charitable organizations that support
and enhance the cultural, educational and business opportunities for local First Nations and
other aboriginal peoples. First Solar is in the process of contacting appropriate individuals at
each community in order to provide potential contractors with the opportunity to bid on
upcoming work, as well as to establish a process for facilitating employment of community
members with other, non-First Nations, contractors who may work on the site.

With respect to archaeological work, First Solar arranged a meeting between Bkejwanong
Territory and the archaeological consultant to discuss the findings and work undertaken at the
Sombra Solar Farm project site on August 30, 2010. A meeting to discuss additional consultation
items and to present a draft of the consultation workplan was also completed on August 30,
2010 at Bkejwanong.

The budget and workplan proposed by Bkejwanong have been accepted and First Solar is
working with Bkejwanong to complete the items indicated in the workplan.

Aamjiwnaang First Nation: To date, no specific issues have been raised by Aamjiwnaang First
Nation that indicate any expected or potential impact on an identified or asserted aboriginal or
treaty right. First Solar and its consultants do not anticipate any expected or potential impact on
any aboriginal or treaty right at this time. First Solar will continue to consult regarding any
potential impacts which may be identified in future.

In addition to the First Nation, First Solar has met with representatives from the Chippewas
Industrial Developments Ltd. (“CIDL”), a Band-owned company, to talk about opportunities to
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contract with First Solar. CIDL appears to be supportive of renewable energy projects.

Bkejwanong (Walpole Island) First Nation: Bkejwanong Territory expressed interest in First
Solar’s use of ‘buffer’ lands that will not be utilized for project infrastructure, including the
potential to develop habitat for species of interest to Bkejwanong or native species in this area.
First Solar is committed to working with the community to identify the best use for these lands,
and will work with Bkejwanong to determine if there are opportunities to improve or increase

the habitat in the project area.

With respect to Bkejwanong, through independent research and dialogue between David Miller
of McLeod Wood Associates and Dean Jacobs of Bkejwanong Territory, a specific claim (Chenail
Ecarté) by Bkejwanong to the Sombra Project site has been identified. The specific claim is for a
much broader area, encompassing all of Sombra Township and surrounding area (see map
below). In essence, the Chenail Ecarté claim is based on the assertion by Bkejwanong that the
Reserve lands to be set aside by the Treaty of 1796 (between Bkejwanong’s forefathers and the
British Crown) encompassed an area much larger than Bkejwanong’s current Reserve lands and
that these additional lands were given away or sold by the Crown without any surrender or
release by Bkejwanong (or any compensation paid to Bkejwanong).
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We were advised by Bkejwanong that the federal Department of Justice’s legal opinion
recommended rejection of this claim but that (at Bkejwanong’s request) this recommendation
was being reconsidered over the course of this summer. On June 14, 2010, First Solar’s
consultant (McLeod Wood) was informed by Bkejwanong that it intends to file additional future
claims naming individual landowners in the Claim area should the Commission find that the
Claim is invalid. First Solar believes that the Chenail Ecarté Claim can only be resolved on a
‘government-to-government’ basis. This has been recognized by Canadian Courts, which have
held in that the only remedy for circumstances where the Crown has unlawfully sold First Nation
lands to private landowners is the payment of damages (i.e., compensation) by the Crown.
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Where good faith private purchasers have bought land, any successful claim by a First Nation
cannot operate to revert the land to the First Nation (Chippewas of Sarnia Band v. Canada
(Attorney General) et al. (2000), 51 O.R. (3d) 641, leave to SCC denied). Because the Sombra
Solar Farm is located entirely on private land, should the Chenail Ecarté claim be proven, the sole
remedy lies against the Crown and not any private landowner in the specific claim area. Further,
because the Sombra Solar Farm will not have any impacts beyond the private lands on which the
project is situated, the project will not impact the Chenail Ecarté claim.

In addition to the Chenail Ecarté specific claim, Bkejwanong has 20 other claims registered with
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada in its specific claims registry. First Solar has reviewed all of
these claims, and the project lands only fall within the Chenail Ecarté claim.

Bkejwanong has also filed a comprehensive land claim to the Three Fires Confederacy Unceded
Traditional Lands, claiming that Bkejwanong has aboriginal title to certain lands in southwestern
Ontario, but this claim excludes “any land which is owned by private parties in fee simple.” As
part of this claim, Bkejwanong also claims that it has certain unextinguished aboriginal rights
within the Three Fires Confederacy Traditional Lands (which encompasses virtually all of
southwestern Ontario, including the project lands) (see Ontario Superior Court of Justice File No.
00-CV-189329). These rights include the right to hunt, fish, trap, gather or collect animals,
plants, minerals and oil, and the right to have access to, preserve and conserve sacred sites for
traditional, social and ceremonial purposes. An examination of the Court file indicates that the
claim in Court has not advanced since 2005. As noted above, First Solar’s proposed use of the
lands will have no incremental impact on this claim or asserted rights, and indeed, First Solar’s
view is that the proposed use of the land for a solar farm is a more benign use than the past 100
years of agricultural use. As noted by the Federal Court of Canada (Brokenhead Ojibway Nation
v. Canada (Attorney Genera), [2009] 3 C.N.L.R. 36), proposed projects on previously exploited
land under private ownership, with minimal impact on the surrounding environment will have a
negligible (if any) impact on any unresolved aboriginal claim.

Oneida Nation of the Thames: As requested by Chief Day, consultation with Oneida Nation of
the Thames will be undertaken through the Haudenosaunee Confederacy.

Future Consultation: In the ongoing consultation process, First Solar is planning to meet with
the representatives of Haudenosaunee Confederacy, Aamjiwnaang First Nation and Bkejwanong
Territory. It is anticipated that meetings will be held primarily with staff, although community
meetings or a community open house regarding the project may also be required. Both
Aamjiwnaang and Bkejwanong have expressed some interest in an open house in the
community, although no dates have yet been set.

Further discussions with the communities are also planned to discuss the capacity of community
members with respect to the anticipated construction and operational labour requirements. On
March 31, 2011, First Solar provided an “employment contact sheet” to the Aamjiwnaang,
Bkejwanong, and Oneida communities. The documents are intended to provide input to a
database of individuals and businesses which are interested in potential employment and
contracting opportunities associated with the project. This information is, in turn, provided to
project sub-contractors to help increase Aboriginal employment participation in the projects.

The following chart summarizes the communications First Solar has had with each First Nation

and Métis communities including the information required to be distributed under Sec. 17 (1) of
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the Regulation.

Date Contact By Contact With Purpose Issue Raised Follow Up

26-Feb-10 | First Solar Aamjiwnaang Request input on project with | N/A N/A
First Nation and respect to any adverse impact
Bkejwanong the project may have on
Territory constitutionally protected

aboriginal rights and any
related mitigation measures.
Copy of project reports and
studies also distributed.

12-Mar-10 | David Miller, William Big Bull, Requested an initial meeting
MWA consultant to to discuss projects.
Walpole Island
First Nation

24-Mar-10 | David Miller, Carole Delion Response to question about
MWA (CIDL), Sharilyn consultation
Johnston

15-Apr-10 | David Miller, Sharilyn Arrange initial meeting Left message N/A
MWA Johnston,
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Date

Contact By

Contact With

Purpose

Issue Raised

Follow Up

27-Apr-10

29-Apr-10

1-May-10

David Miller,
MWA

David Miller,
MWA, Peter
Carrie, Ed
Chilton

David Miller,
MWA

Aamjiwnaang
Health and
Environment

William Big Bull,
consultant to
Walpole Island
First Nation

Carole Delion
(CIDL), Tom
Maness

William Big Bull,
Dean Jacobs

Requested an initial meeting
to discuss projects.

Discussed contracting and
employment related to solar
projects

Following up on misfiled
email and attempt to set up
meeting.

Several on-reserve
businesses may produce
products useful in project.
Warehousing may also be
available.

William indicated he was
no longer working with
Walpole Island and
further contact should be
with Dean Jacobs.

Peter to
investigate
opportunities for
contracting with
Procurement, also
to consider
warehousing
facilities on
reserve.

Meeting date to
be determined.
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Date

Contact By

Contact With

Purpose

Issue Raised

Follow Up

8-June-10

29-Jul-10

Peter Carrie,
David Miller

David Miller

Dr Dean Jacobs,
Lee White, Jared
MacBeth

Jared MacBeth

Discuss the proposed
projects and any interest of
Bkejwanong Territory.

Identify potential dates for
archaeology meeting, discuss
items on workplan.

Bkejwanong Territory
expressed an interest in
economic opportunities
associated with the
project. There was also an
interest expressed in
conservation and
restoration of the
environment and any
habitat.

A meeting with the
archaeologist who
undertook the work was
also requested.

Jared explained in more
detail the items in the
workplan, and how First
Solar may respond to
these items.

Bkejwanong
Territory to
submit a
consultation work
plan and budget.

A list of
companies and
skill sets will be
provided by
Walpole Island to
First Solar for
potential work on
the project.

A meeting
between Dean
Jacobs and the
archaeologists is
being scheduled

by First Solar.

Jared to submit
draft budget.
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Date

Contact By

Contact With

Purpose

Issue Raised

Follow Up

6-Aug-10

30-Aug-10

20-Oct-10

Peter Carrie

David Miller

David Miller

Dr Dean Jacobs

Sharilyn Johnston

Sharilyn Johnston

Update letter on the current
stage of the REA process

Discuss follow-up meeting
regarding proposed projects

Called to arrange meeting

with Health and Environment

The letter indicated that
consultation will continue
throughout the REA
process, and the First
Solar is committed to
working with the

community to successfully
complete the consultation
process.

Sharilyn indicated that
following the election a
new Health and
Environment committee
will be formed and a
meeting will have to wait.

Left message

David to contact
Sharilyn after Oct.
11 to determine
date for meeting.
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Date

Contact By

Contact With

Purpose

Issue Raised

Follow Up

Committee

28-Oct-10

28-Oct-10

David Miller

David Miller,
MWA

Ed Gilbert

Carole Delion,
Chippewas
Industrial
Developments
(CIDL)

Discussed contracting and
employment related to solar
projects

Discuss employment and
contracting for projects

Ed requested that
materials related to

contracting be submitted

directly to him, and he

will pass on to contractors

within the community.

Discussed employment
opportunities, contracting

opportunities,

David to provide
Ed's contact
information to
First Solar
(completed).

David to provide
job descriptions
and information
about
contracting.
David to
investigate a
"minimum
Aborginal
content"
requirement with
First Solar.
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Date

25-Jan-11

17-Mar-11

31-Mar-11

Contact By

David Miller

David Miller

Carole Delion,

Sharilyn
Johnston,
Aamjiwnaang

Contact With

Jared MacBeth

Jared MacBeth,
WIFN

David Miller

Purpose

New project information

Contracting opportunities

Employment Opportunities

Issue Raised

Provided Jared, as
requested, with news
releases about the sale of
First Solar's Ontario
projects to long term
owners

Called Jared to discuss the
potential for Walpole
contractors to work on
projects (planting and
hibernacula)

Provided Aamjiwnaang
with a form and
information on collecting
names of potential
individuals to work on
First Solar projects

Follow Up

None

N/A

Aamjiwnaang to
provide list of
potential
employees
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Date

4-May-11

Contact By

David Miller

Contact With

Sharilyn
Johnston,
Aamjiwnaang
Health and
Environment

Purpose

Discuss response to MOE
request letter

Issue Raised

David requested
additional details on the
status of the consultation
process, and next steps.

Follow Up

Sharilyn indicated
that Chief and
Council will make
a decision on the
scope and focus
of future
consultation, if
required
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Assertions of Rights or Interests by Other Parties

First Solar is in the process of consulting with a number of aboriginal groups as part of its REA-
related consultations for several projects in addition to the project referenced in this document.
Through the process of these discussions and through independent research, First Solar has
become aware of assertions of project interest by other groups, as outlined below.

1. Nanfan Treaty of 1701

Several Ontario First Nations and

related organizations are party to this
treaty, including Six Nations,
Haudenosaunee  Confederacy, and
Oneida of the Thames First Nation. All
three of these groups have made First
Solar aware of the Treaty and potential
rights that may derive from it. First
Solar has carried out research to
determine the geographical scope and
treaty rights set out in the Nanfan
Treaty. The treaty description of the

) geographical coverage of Treaty area is
Beaver Hunting Grounds

(according to the
1701 Nanfan Treaty)

Y o k] o5

not exactly precise, but does appear to

cover most of south-western Ontario.

The treaty also states that the Iroquois
Nations are to have free hunting, free of all disturbances and protected by the Crown of
England. Ontario Courts have recognized the Nanfan Treaty (usually in the context of
the treaty being asserted by aboriginal hunters as a defence to unlawful hunting charges
under provincial law — see, for example, R. v. Barberstock (2003 Carswell Ont 6542) and
R. v. Ireland, [1991] 2 CNLR 120). The R. v. Ireland case in particular recognized that
neither the treaty right to hunt (in particular on private property) nor the Crown’s ability
to frustrate the treaty right (by granting Crown land to private parties) can be absolute.
First Solar’s response to this is three-fold: First, the sheer geographic scope (all of
south-western Ontario) and reconciliation of the rights and interests in the Nanfan
Treaty are so significant that they can only be dealt with by government. In other
words, reconciliation and accommodation have to be the government’s responsibility.
Second, there is no incremental impact on the Nanfan Treaty rights of the Iroquois by
the Sombra Solar farm (i.e., these are previously disturbed, private lands). Third, as
noted earlier, First Solar has an aboriginal policy that provides preferential employment
and other economic opportunities for aboriginal businesses in the course of developing
First Solar’s projects.

2. Meétis Assertions of Interests
The Métis Nation of Ontario was not listed on the Director’s Aboriginal Consultation List.
However, First Solar has consulted with the Métis Nation of Ontario in respect of all of
First Solar’s Ontario projects. On July 5, 2010, several representatives from the Métis

Nation of Ontario (and representatives from Métis Community Councils with an interest
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in First Solar’s projects (including the Windsor-Essex Métis Council)) were given a tour of
First Solar’s Sarnia Solar Farm (20 MW operational; 60 MW expansion currently
ongoing). The purpose of the site visit was to provide the Métis representatives with
information about the impacts of solar farms, and an opportunity to view first-hand an
operating solar farm, as well as one under construction. The Sarnia Solar Farm, like the
Sombra Solar Farm (and First Solar’s other projects in Ontario), is located on former
agricultural land. Based on feedback received from the Métis representatives, the only
concern raised in the initial meeting focused on the use of chemicals to control weeds
during the early years of the solar farm operation while the planted ground cover
becomes established. The representatives were informed that an agronomist would be
providing advice, and that industry best practices would be followed during the use of
these chemicals. The Métis Nation of Ontario is currently preparing a response to the
proposed solar farms based on the site visit and discussion. This letter will be appended
to future consultation reports once it is received, and a copy will be sent to the Ministry
of the Environment.

Conclusions

It is recognized that the consultation process with First Nations communities is a work in
progress and will be ongoing following the REA application. However, based on discussions and
issues raised to date, First Solar believes that the project has negligible (if any) impact on
constitutionally-protected aboriginal and treaty rights. There is certainly no incremental impact
on such rights (as compared to current land uses). However, First Solar will continue to liaise
and communicate with First Nations and the appropriate Crown authorities throughout the
project development process. The intent of the process will continue to focus on identifying any
concerns resulting from the proposed development, and if concerns are raised, on methods of
mitigating or avoiding any impacts.
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Paul Barrette -

_.tom:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Hi Paul,

Guido, Sandra (ENE) [Sandra.Guido@ontario.ca]

January-25-10 5:27 PM

Paul Barrette

Dumais, Doris (ENE); Mahmood, Mansoor {(ENE)

Rokeby Line and Baseline Road Solar Farms - Aboriginal Communities List

Follow up
Completed

With respect to the Rokeby Line and Baseline Road Solar Farms, in accordance with section 14 of the
Renewable Energy Approval Regulation (O.Reg. 359), on behalf of the Director, please find below the list of
Aboriginal Communities that:

i) have or may have constitutionally protected aboriginal or treaty rights that may be adversely impacted by the

project; or

ii) otherwise may be interested in any negative environmental effects of the project.

Common Name:
Reserve Name:

Aboriginal Community

Contact Information:

Sarnia 45
978 Tashmoo Ave
Sarnia, ON N7T 7H5

Fax (619)336-0382

Aamjiwnaang First Nation
.__-ormerly Chippewas of Sarnia

Phone (519)336-8410

Nation)
Walpole Island 46
RR 3

Fax (519) 627-0440

Bkejwanong Territory (Walpole Island First

Wallaceburg, ON N8A 4K9
Phone (519) 627-1481

Best regards,
Sandra

Sandra Guido

Senior Program Support Coordinator

Renewable Energy Team

Environmental Assessment and Approvals Branch

Ministry of the Environment

2 St. Clair Ave West, Floor 12A, Toronto ON M4V 115
Tel: 416.314.6802 Fax: 416.314.8452

andra.guidg@ontario.ca



Ministry of the Environment

Environmental Assessment and
Approvals Branch

2 St. Clair Avenue West
Floor 12A

Toronto ON M4V 1L5
Tel.: 416 314-8001
Fax: 416 314-8452

May 11, 2011

Ministére de I'Environnement

Direction des évaluations et des
autorisations environnementales

2, avenue St. Clair Ouest
Etage 12A

Toronto ON M4V 1L5
Tél. : 416 314-8001
Téléc. : 416 314-8452

Mr. Peter Carrie, Vice President
First Solar Development (Canada) Ltd.,

5115 Blackwell Sideroad

Sarnia, ON N7T 7H3

Dear Mr. Carrie:

Ontario

The Ministry of the Environment (MOE) is currently reviewing and screening First Solar’s St.
Clair Moore and Sombra Renewable Energy Approval (REA) applications for two Class 3 solar
facilities in the Township of St. Clair. MOE expects to receive from you further REA applications

this year including the Amherstburg Class 3 solar facility.

Through the REA process, First Solar requested a section 14 list of Aboriginal communities as
required by Ontario Regulation 359/09 (O. Reg 359/09). MOE provided such a list for each of
First Solar’s proposed projects early in 2010.

It has recently come to the MOE'’s attention that the lists for three of First Solar’s projects did not
include the most proximate 1701 Treaty / Albany Deed community. The St. Clair Moore, St.
Clair Sombra and Amherstburg projects are located within lands covered by the 1701 Treaty
and the most proximate 1701 Treaty community is the Oneida Nation of the Thames (the

Oneida).

Given that the Oneida have or may have constitutionally protected Aboriginal or treaty rights
that may be adversely impacted by these three projects or otherwise may be interested in any
negative environmental effects of these projects, the MOE is requiring First Solar to undertake
consultation with the Oneida. The contact information for the Oneida is provided below:

Oneida 41

Postal code NOL 2G0

Fax (5619) 652-9287

Oneida Nation of the Thames
RR 2, SOUTHWOLD, ON

Phone (519) 652-3244




Mr. Peter Carrie
Page 2

In order to meaningfully consult with the Oneida, please provide all notices and appropriate
project documentation for the St. Clair Moore, St. Clair Sombra and Amherstburg projects to the
Oneida for review. After undertaking this consultation, please provide the MOE with a summary
of the consultation that took place. We also recommend that First Solar continue to consult with
all First Nation that MOE has identified on an ongoing basis.

Please note that both the St. Clair Moore and St. Clair Sombra REA applications are currently
before the MOE. These REA applications will continue to be reviewed as this additional
consultation is being undertaken.

The MOE recognizes your sincere efforts to consult with Aboriginal communities to date and
appreciates your patience moving forward. Should you wish to have support from the Province
with this consultation, such as establishing contact with the Oneida and/or having the Province
be available at an engagement session, staff from the appropriate Ministry will be happy to
provide that support.

Should you have any questions regarding the above, please feel free to contact Mansoor
Mahmood, Manager, Renewable Energy Approvals, at 416-314-8573 or
Mansoor.Mahmood@ontario.ca.

Yours sincerely,

: \
Y ——— S—- . i A .
”I) (J\;\” > \ : ﬂ,,«"’/ N,

........ «
" —

Doris Dumais
Director — Approvals Program
Environmental Assessment and Approvals Branch

C. Paul Barrette, The Lakeshore Group
Pearl Ing, MEI
Kaili Sermat-Harding, MEI
Mary Hennessy, MOE
Heather Levecque, MAA
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NOTICE OF A PROPOSAL

By First Solar Development (Canada), Inc. to Engage in a Renewable Energy Project

Project Name: St. Clair - Sombra Sofar Farm
Project Locatlon: Township of St. Clair: south of Bentpath Line and east of Baseline Road
Dated at the City of Toronto this 2™ day of December, 2009

First Solar Development (Canada), Inc. is planning to engage in a renewable energy project in respect of
which the issuance of a renewable energy approval is required. The distribution of this notice of a
proposal to engage in this renewable energy project and the project itself are subject to the provisions of
the Environmental Protection Act (ACT) Part V.0.1 and Ontaric Regulation 359/09 (Regulation). This
notice must be distributed in accordance with section 15 of the Regulation prior to an application being
submitted and assessed for completeness by the Ministry of the Environment.

Project Description:

Pursuant to the Act and Regulation, the facility, in respect of which this project is to be engaged in, is
considered to be a Class 3 Solar Facility. If approved, this facility would have a total maximum name plate
capacity of 20 MW. The project location is described in the map below.

This project is being proposed in accordance with the requirements of the Act and Regulation. The Draft
Project Description Report titted Twp. of St. Clair - Sombra Solar Farm Project Description Report
describes the facility as a photovoltaic solar farm which will collect the energy from the sun using thin film
photovoltaic modules and convert it to electrical energy for distribution to the local electricity distribution
system. A written copy of the Draft Project Description Report is being made available for public
inspection at http://Canada.FirstSolar.com.

Project Contacts and Information:
To learn more about the project proposal or to communicate concerns please contact:

First Solar Development {(Canada), Inc.
5115 Blackwell Sideroad,
Sarnia ON N7T 7H3
Email: ontario@firstsolar.com
Telephone: 518-344-2187

PROPOSED SOLAR FARM SITE
TOWNSHIP OF ST. CLAIR - SOMBRA SOLAR FARM
“Wikeapor Ln
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

To be held by First Solar Development (Canada), Inc. regarding a
Proposal to Engage in a Renewable Energy Project

Project Name: St. Clair - Sombra Solar Farm
Project Location: Township of St. Clair; south of Bentpath Line and east of Baseline Road
Dated at the City of Toronto this 2™ day of December, 2009

First Solar Development (Canada), Inc. is planning to engage in a renewable energy project in respect of
which the issuance of a renewable energy approval is required. The proposal to engage in the project and
the project itself is subject to the provisions of the Environmental Protection Act (ACT) Part V.0.1 and
Ontario Regulation 359/09 (Regulation). This notice must be distributed in accordance with section 15 of
the Reguiation prior to an application being submitted and assessed for completeness by the Ministry of
the Environment,

Meeting Location:

DATE: January 14, 2010

TIME: 4:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.

PLACE: Royal Canadian Legion Leslie Sutherland Branch 447, Albert St. and Beckwith St., Township of
St.Clair

Project Description:

Pursuant to the Act and Regulation, the facility, in respect of which this project is to be engaged in, is a
Class 3 Solar Facility. If approved, this facility would have a total maximum name plate capacity of 20
MW. The project location is described in the map below.

Documents for Public Inspection:
The Draft Project Description Report titled Twp. of St. Clair - Sombra Solar Farm Project Description
Report describes the project as a photovoltaic solar farm which will collect the energy from the sun using
thin film photovoltaic modules and convert it to electrical energy for distribution to the local electricity
distribution system. A written copy of the Draft Project Description Report was made available for public
inspection on December 2, 2009 at http://Canada.FirstSolar.com.
PROPOSED SOLAR FARM SITE

Further, the applicant will prepare supporting TOWNSHIP OF ST. CLAIR - SOMBRA SOLAR FARM
documents in order to comply with the i
requirements of the Act and Regulation. Written
copies of the draft supporting documents will be
made available for public inspection at least 60
days before the final public meeting at

http://Canada.FirstSolar.com. Revipaln Line
Project Contacts and Information: f
To iearn more about the project proposal, public i
meetings, or to communicate concerns please
contact:

Bmith Ln

First Solar Development {Canada), Inc.
5115 Blackwell Sideroad,

Sal’nia ON N7T 7H3 ELNERENRELRNREDY ; nnuulnluu:gluunnuunuuu" 111
Email: ontario@firstsolar.com A tane
Telephone: 519-344-2187 H+ N ek

[ Proposed Soar Fam Location




NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

To be held by First Solar Development (Canada), Inc. regarding a
Proposal to Engage in a Renewable Energy Project

Project Name: St. Clair - Sombra Solar Farm
Project Location: Township of St. Clair: south of Bentpath Line and east of Baseline Road
Dated at the City of Toronto this 25" day of February, 2010

First Solar Development (Canada), Inc. is planning to engage in a renewable energy project in respect of which the
issuance of a renewable energy approval is required. The proposal to engage in the project and the project itself is
subject to the provisions of the Environmental Protection Act (ACT) Part V.0.1 and Ontario Regulation 359/09
(Regulation). This notice must be distributed in accordance with section 15 of the Regulation prior to an application
being submitted and assessed for completeness by the Ministry of the Environment.

Meeting Location:

DATE: April 22, 2010

TIME: 5:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.

PLACE: Mooretown Sports Complex — 1166 Emily St., Mooretown ON NCN 1MO

Project Description:

Pursuant to the Act and Regulation, the facility, in respect of which this project is to be engaged in, is a Class 3 Solar
Facility. If approved, this facility will have a total maximum name plate capacity of 20 MW. The project location is
shown on the map below.

Documents for Public Ingpection:

The Draft Project Description Report titted “Twp. of St. Clair - Sombra Solar Farm Project Description Report’
describes the project as a photovoltaic solar farm which will collect the energy from the sun using thin film
photovoltaic modules and convert it to electrical energy for distribution to the local electricity distribution system. A
writtent copy of the Draft Project Description Report has been available for public inspection since December 2, 2009
at hitp://Canada FirstSolar.com.

PROPOSED SOLAR FARM SITE
TOWNSHIP OF ST. CLAIR - SOMBRA SOLAR FARM
" WlheaOG I

Further, the applicant has obtained or prepared, as
the case may be, the following supporting documents
in order to comply with the requirements of the Act
and Regulation: Project Description Report, Noise #
Impact Assessment; Environmental Impact Study; i g
Access & Traffic Operation Effect Assessment; cw%

Archaeology Reports; Protected Property Report & | ruer g
Heritage Assessment; Construction Plan Report;
Reflection Study; Design & Operations Report; and,
Decommissioning Report. -

@

oy Aomaiiy

Written copies of the draft supporting documents
have been made available for public inspection at the
Lambton County Library — Corunna & Sombra
branches and are available on / : Snihin

http://Canada.FirstSolar.com.

§

Project Contacts and Information: MeKeouoh Fi
) "““llIIllllIIIIII"IIIIII’Illllllllllll_lll

To learn more about the project proposal, public
meetings, or to communicate concemns please peom ﬁ
contact: Hok Ly

LNV ERTT LTI (11
LLLER )b

First Solar Development {Canada), Inc. 2 Proposed Solar Farm Location

5115 Blackwell Sideroad,
Sarnia ON N7T 7H3

Email: ontario@firstsolar.com
Telephone: 519-344-2187
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RSN W CURRENCY: Looriie hits 99 cents US in trading as clirb foward parity continues

Canadian dollar closes in
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STEFANIA MORETTI
QM1 Agenicy

The looniz cortinued s
flight 1oward parlty Wednesday
— hitling 88 cents LY at une
polnl — pushed lorward by
sotld commadity pricas, a
renewed luw rate pledge south
of the border and better-than-
expecied Canadian wholesale
trada numhers.

The iipping point could come
as ¢urly as Friday when the
next round of consumer prices
sre alated for release, Nalionsl
Bank’s direclor of forel

e L2l 500
L Ja i
0 AGURE

$13.38

Nlega downloading cost
furnpeans 10 bilior surs
(roughly §13.8 buunn) In Im
revenyé in 2008, 2
byTER.ADonmllanh lur the
internationsl Chamber of
Commecce says.

$75M US

ART ESVIMATE
The highrend of the
d rice set by
Christia’s for Ficassas
Fortrall o? Angel Fernandez
de 50t Itis the highest
pre-auction estimate for any
work ot art offered in Europe.

g0
ch. lack Spiiz told QM]

“There's little in the way of
raarket cvenls that can stop it}
Spliz said, adding only a majnr
f‘)hll econorplc shakeup could

vrail the commudity-reliant
dollar.

The currency's third 20-
menth high in as meny days
had Industry Minisier Tony
Clemant calming fears the lofty
loonie would hurt Canadien
competitiveness.

Clement said domesiic
firma are adjusiing *very well”
{4 the higher dallar thanks to
lowez taxes and improving
prndu::ivlr{‘.

ATl of these things have a
cumulntive cffco that we expect
will mare than overcome ihe
fact of the high dollar” he twld
teparters Wedn esday.

Cansdisn manulaciurers tra-
ditlonally struggle with & high
dollar becausa it makes thelr
expant goods imore exprosve fop
buyers in the US

“In the pust, it's been a chal-
tenge fat compantes in Canada
because of the fact thal they relled
Tistorically on the luwer dollsr 10

Hrn éé;‘if(ﬁ
3*’%%‘rmarm
"%,,,,r

o

Tsreg

week Ihat said manufacturars
1n thix country are increasingly
Menible when it comes to cur-
rency fluctuations bacause thara
are more fnisrnatlanal hedging
optians availeble w them than
eves before.

Canada's service industy,
which has nar inernationalized
0 the same extent, is must yul-
brable, the think:(ank said.

Fur many industry watch-
ers, the recession highlighiad
the need for diversified firms
wiith higher producivity rales
and recess io cutiing-edge

betheir d competi-
(lvangmzdgp, Clerneni sald.
Clemant’s views echin a repont
released by the Cunference
Hoard al Canada earlier thit

I COMMERCE: Companies catering to handheld crowd with custom apps

Mobile money-moving mastered
through smartphone technology

STEFANIA MORETT
QM) Agency

Canadians arc Incrvavingly
using their smaciphones for
moblle commarce - shapping
anllne, (tanalerring money to
a Iriend insiead of using cash
and checking their accaunt bal-
andes — all uslng downloadable
applicatlons,

Cunsumers worldwide are
expectad o 4pend $119 blllion
bx 2015 through their mobile
phuncs, ABI Research found.

Apprusimaiely 9% of
Canadians lready have mohile
banking accounts and arher 20%
Flan v gtaet paylag their bills
rom thelr devices in the next
year, accarding 12 Boaton- based
Mercatus LL{..

And laternet paymenl cotn-
pany PayPal expects the numbez
ol Canadians who have » mobile
hanking account 1o doubleinthe
nex year,

‘the Canadian Imperial Bank
of Commerce waa the firat nf
Canade’s big six banka tu traly
embracy the lechnology with the
launch of their Iree mabile bank-
ing applicatiun fot e iPhone
last manth.

The CIBE app allaws users 1o
check account halances, transfi
funds, pay bills and send Inlerac
c-mall money transfers.

The compelition ian"1 far
behimd ither, with Royal Bank
of {’anada, Scoifabank and TI

Sanada Trum already offering
et alerts and spps (@ find the
nvazest branch,

ALENX FAYLOR QM Agency Wuttration

This muath, PayPal will push
the limilts of e-commerce further
still with the launch of is Send
Money IPhune app.

The program will allow
iwo IFhones 10 be *bumped”
together 1o transler muncy frum
ane user 1o anather.

But {s this next geceratlon of
noblke commence safet

PayDal ways so. After all, it's not
& huge leep from other rypes of
nnltne shopping or bankiiyg.

A PayPal socount is vaed every
1.2 secands to raske a purchase
and 1,000 times every 22 min-
ules a Ganadian receives a pay-
ment through the sysiem, the
comgsny says

With PayPal's “bump” upp,
prrsunel and financlal informa-
tonisnever stored nh tha device
so It can' I b: vaylly sivlen like

e nnda aaninr analys)
Rob Dutbach says henks 1odny
guazantee Lhedr mobile upps The
same way thelr da thelr anlitie
sccounts, but i1 could bevume
more challenging us twehnology
progTasTa.

1t’s been & canstan cat-and-
mouse game between enginvery
end havkers when It comes 1o
eyher securlty, he said. But fur
the time being, banks seem ta ha
winaing.

“Canadians continue to
use online banking in spitc of
virusea and threats of cybar
s,” Burbach safd.

March I fraud p

"The new nurznal i
don'tjust rely un 4 low C
dullar es your produccivity edge
and 1 think most busk [

(4)

Upla 2 mm WL
1024698 | 8112408 | f329313

e

ANDRE FORQET QM| Agancy
gonien that point pow,” Ciemerit
said.

Improved econamic fig-
ures gave the Canadian dollar
anoth buust Wednesday,
lenuary saw Ihe biggest jump
in sales at 1he Canadian whole-
aale level In three years, Stalistics
Ganada said. Sales weze up
aerovy all sectors and by an aver.
age of 3% lo S4+&4 billion during
the mont
Lana band prices fell
Wednceday as invesiors see o
sirengthenad economic racove
apurring Interest rate hikes i the
near future. Two- year govertimeit
bond prices fell 6 cents while 10-
yearisaues dropped L5 centa.

tefei i, a

AECO
Ry

(V)

AN 035 i)
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W businessirafs

TRANSCON BAGK TO PROFIT

Transcontinental Inc., Canada's
largest commerclal printer, sald
Wednesday It returned to profit in
Hs first quarter, benefiting from
etorts mace last year to cut costs,
reorganize and drest certain
operations,

Tha company abio aad R Is
! s qu dividend
by 12,5 percent from the previous
quartsr to 3 Canadian cants a share.

Last the mrmalg)
sald ft wolld chop close 101500
Jobs. or 10 percent of its staff, &
customers scaled bach spanding in
arapidly detesiorating ecos

1% slso recuiced capital ng
and Introduoed a Wiing freeze,
unpuid heava snd reduced work
weshs, All told, the measyres werg.
s9en reducing casts by about
$75milllon anually,

Inlts first quarter,. ating
casts were 15 percent lower, while
sales, general and admministrative
:nzll wul!den 19 percent.

ny teported net
Incnmeof 2 milkgn, or 32
cents a share, in tha three months
to Jan, 31, compared with a Joss of
$6.4 millon, o B cents & share, a
ar asrlbar.

FIRMS FACING $758 IN DEST

Canadian ron-financlal firms
harve rearly $75 bilkon in debt
coming due over the next five
YOS, inding risks are
lower than in the Unitec States,
Mﬂnﬂg‘slmes!nrs&fvlcesaldﬂ‘l

resday.
he ratings agency sald it enpects

357 ballion of bonds and $18 Hillon
inbank credit Eaciities to come due

g
1t Sus It rer-Lerm rafunding
risk for Canadian rated o
Issuers because lauidity is
Imaroving, the econamy is healing
arnd thera |s a decraasain the rate
of sxpacted delauits.

— QM Agancy uire seryices

8 JUSTIGE: Country under pressure to relax prized bank secrecy

Swiss to share information on tax evasion

ZURICH — The Swiss par-
liament's upper house an
Wednesday J:gmved deals
with the United States and four
ather countries 1y share dar on
potential tax dodgers, bringing
ihe Alpinc state closer in line
with internaifongl standards.

Under 1he deals Switzerland
will have banking data shar-

mg a:rln;:mems with France,
e U.5, Denmark and
Mﬂu i cases of (e fraud aod
tax avaalon, [n accordance with
QECD slandurds. cavepl when
thuse requests are based on
wolea dam.

Under pressure from the G20,
Switzerland, ihe world's biggest
offthare habklng centre, agreed

a year age lo relax its peized
bu]:’dn LA i

Swisg rellllﬂﬂl with hoth
France and Germeny have been
stealned in cecent montha afier
hath eountrles ohialned stolen -
information on pussiblcua dusdg:
ers with Swiss bank accoun:s,

= Reutery

EEL ochL e Evee ot « om o vy L [EEETTERRH

wubject o the provisions of ihe £

NQTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

To e held by First Solar Development (Canada), inc. regarding a
Proposal to Engaga In » Renswable Energy Project

Prajedct Nema: S1. Clew - Sombes Boler Famy

i Far
Project Lacation: Townafip of St, Clair: aouth of Bantpeth Ling snc see! of Basehne Road
Ehatad x| up Sy of Toronio thin 26 ey of Fabruwry, 2010

Firel Sola Dwvalopmant (Ganada), lm.hphnmnnmwgilnlmuu--r—u,pqmnmdm oh
i8aUANCA of & dendwmbin oGy s0DRAl 8 requIred.

wd tha project hael (s
28079

the project
o Proiscion ALt (ACY) Pal Y01 and Onlaric: Reguisiion
(Raguation). This nabce mual ba dredndulor] in socordancs wih sechon 13 of Uy Regulnton priar 10 an apaicatan

mgrth and many banks have
becn prumuting weys to betier
protect financial Informatnp,
like changing PIN codes every
fews munibs.

Meeting Locekon:
CATE: Apill 22, 2010
THIE; £00 p.11. - B00 R
PLACE: Moormtown

— which will effarilesshy connect
Canadlans with retidlers, pay-

Project
Pursiusit 1 1 ASL rd Réguiddion,

i an
linanclal Inatiruiinns simubane-
ously — are al Jeast three (o v
yeers down the line, Burbach
Estimates.

Thar's because completely
Integrated pryment sysiems
snge the sacuzity equailnn.

“Everyone has 1o be working
together tu epsore Canndiany
er protecied” he said.

efania.moreitighcance.ca

MAUTO INDUSTRY: initial public offering could also happen this year, CFO says

General Motors says profitable 2010 a possibility

General Motars, which
emelgtd from bankrupeey tast
year, hos a *reasonable chanee®

163 shiw a profit bt 2010 and pould
passlbly make an inltial public
affering, 1he automaker's chief
lineaclal nfficer nald Wednesday,

CFQ Chirin Liddel! sald the auio-
rnaker will not nash Intown IPO,

“We'll do it when we'ze rendy!
sald Lidddell, whp has been on the
jub a1 GM for about two months,
Hewns previouslywith Microsofi.

GM had been planning for an

IPD within about & year after lis
vmergence from a bankrupicy
rearganization supported by the
LS, grvernment. which now
amure than 80 percent Hake,

— Rousers

Documents far Public inaj
dascribes tha project an a
pholavaltee

wrtien cagy of tha Dredt Pro;

Hporly Compiox - 1188 Emily 5t.. Mooretown Oh NON 1M0

‘o fucillty, In raspecd of which this project in o be sngagad In, I a Clase 3 Soiar

wi htip"Canade FimiSotar.com.

Fustnar, the applican hat oatsined or prapeisd, 4

PROPOSE
FOWMBHIR & $T. £1 Ak - SOMIAL EOLAR fANa)

Facilty. |l approvad, w-mmulmu.mlmlmnmunmyuﬁmwmmm\.
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localnews

I BUSINESS: Forest family's maple synup business going strong

How sweet itis...

PAUL MORDEN
The Obsarver

IIREST — Mury Vandenborg
waan'T sure what iy think when
herthen future husbund said he
lad umaple syrup bualness.

“1 grew up on Aunt femima”
said the seli-deseribed “cley gin”
frum Oshawa.

Ryan Vandenberg, on the
other hand, hes been making
muple syzup avery year since
he wak in Grade 3, building rhe
Forest gres business known ad
Kynn ‘s Sweet Maple.
et meeling war sbout
elg,ln ycurs agy, & rime when
Vandenherg had just bought rhe
stalnless stecl cvaporator oper-
ating now In the sugsr shack on
this parenr's farm on Rewlings
Road.

It was just anarher upgrade
af the business he ufrclnlly
luunched while in Grade 7, four
years after tapping his Brst tree.

A schoul trip 10 the sugar
buash ot the A. W. Campbell
Conservation Arca. wet his sppe-
tite fur syrup making.

The Tizst year, he tepped a
couple of trevs on the family
farm, coliected sap i fce eream
palis and bolled it down on the
kitchen stove,

“I've been gning ever since”
Vandenberg sald.

This yeay, the family business
et 2,500 taps beginning Fub, 24,
Thesap they collcce Nlawa directly
irem the trees through through
a plptlite system, ending up ut
the sugur shuck. which unlixe
Its name suggeats, Is actually o
claan modem facllily where the
sap ls procesaed inro EyTuR.

*When 1 came here” Mury
sald, "l was just umuzcd”

The shack alse scrves as a
store whure they sell syrup, and
have a amall musenm display-
Ing antique syrup-meking tuols
and untifacts collected aver the
years.

“*My mom is u big collectar”
Vendenbug suid, “5he goes on
ebay”

But, and he and Mary also
found a ¢nuple of the picoes
when they heneymooned in
‘Vermaont several yenrs ago.

“Everywhere we go. we find
semething syrups.” he suid,

Vandenberg zan his business
ail through schasl, Including
universiry,

Thuse days, he teaches marh
&t North Lambibn Secondary
Schonl. Mary Is an vlemenrary
acheul teucher, cuzrently on
mterniry leave.

O"PURCHASE FINANCING
PLUS NO PAYMENTS FOR 50 DAYS”

OH ALL 2018 MORELS

QFFERS END MARCH 3P
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Thelz son is now 18 manths
old, "and ha laves maple syrup”
Vandenberg said,

The wnuple’s teaching |obs
leave only svenlngs, weekends
and schanl hotidays for (he
maple syrup busincss vach late
winter end sprh

¥Yandenharg gives a lot of
credir to his parents who il in
during the day: o halp keep
things going during the syprup-
maklng seasor

Hu calls the buslness *a pa-

t

PALK. MORDEN
1t's 8 busy time of year for Mary ard Ryan Vandenberg of Ryan's Sweet kapis, 2 Pamity maple syrup business nesr Forest.

tlon” that allows him re work
with rhis famlly, making & prod-
uct thar he loves.

Tls year, uulity of ihe syrup
coming out of evapormar han
been high but the mild westher
has slowed the sap in recem
daye. It flows when the days are
warm but the nights dip befow
freeaing.

But, Vandvaburg 1aid they've
ulready bortled abour 10% ol
thetr annual pmduction and he's
hepeful cooler alghts, and the

I FUNDRAISER

Box
Lunch
Social
returns

TYLER KULA
The Otervar

Kaap a apot openon April 15th
for lunch.

§t. Clatr €hild and Youth
Services is once apuin 1uking
erders Jurins 19th annual Box
Lunch Social.

Abeut 2,000 lunchey ure mede
evory yoar, completa wirh &ither
4 ham and cheese or ogg yelad
sandwich on o kaiser, a drink,
Irult, cookles, & stmall prize and
the famous Lunch Box Pickle.

Dcliveries mre mude across
the caurty, said Cheryl Cassin, a
communlty reletioas cnordinatar,

Lunches endr §8 each and
deliveries are made with orders
of five ur more, Dffices or hames
with leaa than dive people can
ream up with nelghbouns.

About 200 volunreers are
neaded ta assemible fhe luaches,
Cassin sold. They include Indi-
widuals, and groups like the 23n1
Satnla Scouts gruup from St
Barthulomew church.

The is still going

flaw of sap, will return befure the
semson ends.

‘A% they aay In farning” he
added, “you can’l change the
weather 3o there's no need 10
siresy ebout ie® .

As well as nelllng syrup at the
farsh, it's avallable at the grocery
story In nearby Forest, and In
Samla gt rhe farmecs market, 5
5. Greenhiouses and Degrout’s
Nurseries,

aker 19 years, Cassin said.

“I think (peapte)} Like the fact
that It'a a reasbnable price and
the bulk of the prders acrually
kvt delivered o the businesnes”

&t Clair supperts children's
mental heulth in locel commu-
nities und the socal s & majur
fundraiser for the arganization.

Grdersare accaptad up wnid Aprit
8. They citn be faced (o §19-337-
7250 or by cufling 513-337-3701
ext. 243 Volunreers tap eali or o
mail boxlune@st clatrohitd.ca.

VILLAGE OF FOINT EDWARD

OFFICIAL

POINT EDWARD ARENA

the Official Opening of the
newly renovaied Palm Edward Aretia

Please join ug in

When: Sunday, March 21, 2010

Where! Pﬂi.nl.BwndMnmmnlAm
Thme:  1:13pm— 1'4Spm  Official Program and

1:45pm - 3:00pm mhmmand
lic Skuting

ﬂknptummm 519-327-1048
Village of Point Edward Council o TTT Campholl 1.

OPENING

FOR MORE BREAKIMG NEWS

theobserver.ca
)

go to

A.8.A. AUTO PARTS

v

*funaupkits - Brakes
+ Suspsnsion - Batras

- Allemators - Starisrs

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
Solar

(Canada), ine.
Propoas to Engage I 8 Renewabla Energy Project

To ba held by First

Projast Nanw: 5( Clak - Sombra Solar
n: Townahip of 81 Cler:

Firal Solee Dpvaiopment (Canade). Inc.

Farm

n pisrvarg 10 erguge In rorvatle e

qumol o & rerewadie aniovgy aoproval n requined. Tha
Ry menlal

1o v provisions of b £

m-qm.nm; Tnis b munt be ke n aczois

Prajact ocatial woulh of Benipelh Ling and ea of Bassine Rosd
Ertd art th Chy o Torprio thie 25* day of Fabrary, 2010

sngoge in the procd
.P\-u.wm.i:( (Acn Part V0.1 wnd Qntsna Reguistion
with #8clon 15 pf the

Project in raapact of whech lhe
and the projact daadt is

thw Reguiriicn prior to an appicaton

Maeting Locakan:
DASE: Apeil 22, 2010
TIME. 5:00pm - 6:00p.rm

PLAGE: Moorsiown Sparis Comgiax ~ 1166 Ematy 51, Mosviown ON NON 1k

Project Description:
P......mwnwmmd

st o g moap el
Documants for Public [nspaction;

y L Minvatry

Raguiation, tha mrnwammm-m-mumm.uumasmr
Faciry 1 aoged, i Ty wil have 2 ol masdmu, name plete cayadty of 20 VW, Tho proel ocabon in

e oG e FiaSear o

Furthar, tha apphcant nas ablssasd o
\he cawe may ba. the following

pepwed.

In ardar 10 comply wilh v raguingmenle of the Al

wnd Reguisiion: Projeci Dwscripiion
Addsmont,

Writn copées of e it supporing documents
heve baarace eomltte o piolc rapacton o e
Bomor

Lambon Comy Likey -

brarties an mmh on l'y
mnc.m:nsu-r.m

Profact Cortacts srd Information:

To laam more sbout e prOMCI prosal, pubke

mestnR. o b communical concama phases
consct:

Firgt Eolor Davelopmant (Canads), Inc.
715 Bisciowst Sicoromd.
Swria OW NTT Ths

Ernad: onter pfpfistsolar com
Talaphona: 518.344-2187

Aroase




3. December 14, 2009 Notification Packages

MD-2-708 Rev 3
Page 21 of 19



wl

. .
First Solar.

December 14, 2009 VIA REGULAR MAIL

Chief Joseph Gilbert

Bkejwanong Territory (Walpole Island)
R.R.#3

Wallaceburg, ON

NBA 4K9

Dear Chief Gilbert,

First Solar Development (Canada), Inc. is planning to engage in a renewable energy project (solar farm) for which the
issuance of a Renewable Energy Approval ("REA") is required from the Province of Ontario. The distribution of the
enclosed Notice of Proposal to Engage in a Renewable Energy Project and notice of public meeting is provided to
you according to the provisions of the Environmental Protection Act (“Act’} Part V.0.1 and Ontario Regulation 359/09
(‘Regulation”). In accordance with the Regulation, and as part of the REA process for proposed renewable energy
project, First Solar is contacting you to provide you with initial information to commence the process of consulting
with your community. The Regulation states that Aboriginal Communities must be consulted with who:

(i) have or may have constitutionaily protected aboriginal or treaty rights that may be adversely impacted by
the project, or
(if) otherwise may be interested in any negative environmental effects of the project.

The subject sites are located in the Township of St. Clair and are shown and described more particularly in the
enclosed Project Description Report. As drafts of the documents that are required by the Regulation to be submitted
as part of this application become available, First Solar will send a summary of each document to you, Full versions
of the draft of each document when prepared will be posted to First Solar's website at http://canada firstsolar.com.

We request that you provide in writing any information that you feel should be considered by First Solar in preparing
the studies required by the Regulation.

We would be happy to arrange to meet with you and your band council individually, and/or to have you attend the first
general public consultation meeting indicated on the enclosed notice. To learn more about the project proposal,
public meetings, or provide comments or questions please contact;

First Solar Development (Canada), Inc.
5115 Blackwell Sideroad,

Sarnia ON N7T 7H3

Email: ontario@firstsolar.com
Telephone: 519-344-2187
http://canada.firstsolar.com/

First Solar, Inc.
5115 Blackwell Sideroad Teiephone 519 344 2187
Sarnia, ON, N7T 7H3, Canada Facsimile 519 344 8113 www.firstsolar.com



First Solar.

December 14, 2009 VIA REGULAR MAIL

Chief Chris Plain
Aamijiwnaang First Nation
978 Tashmoo Avenue
Sarnia, ON

N7T 7H5

Dear Chief Plain,

First Solar Development (Canada), Inc. is planning to engage in a renewable energy project (solar farm} for which the
issuance of a Renewable Energy Approval (‘REA”) is required from the Province of Ontario. The distribution of the
enclosed Notice of Proposal to Engage in a Renewable Energy Project and notice of public meeting is provided to
you according to the provisions of the Environmental Protection Act (“Act’) Part V.0.1 and Ontario Regulation 359/09
("Regulation”). In accordance with the Regulation, and as part of the REA process for proposed renewable energy
project, First Solar is contacting you to provide you with initial information to commence the process of consulting
with your community. The Regulation states that Aboriginal Communities must be consulted with who:

(i) have or may have constitutionally protected aboriginal or treaty rights that may be adversely impacted by
the project, or
(ii} otherwise may be interested in any negative environmental effects of the project.

The subject sites are located in the Township of St.Clair and are shown and described more particularly in the
enclosed Project Description Report. As drafts of the documents that are required by the Regulation to be submitted
as part of this application become available, First Solar will send a summary of each document to you. Full versions
of the draft of each document when prepared will be posted to First Solar's website at http://canada firstsolar.com.

We request that you provide in writing any information that you feel should be considered by First Solar in preparing
the studies required by the Regulation.

We wolild be happy to arrange to meet with you and your band council individually, and/or to have you attend the first
general public consultation meeting indicated on the enclosed notice. To learn more about the project proposal,
public meefings, or provide comments or questions please contact:

First Solar Development (Canada), Inc.
5115 Blackwell Sideroad,

Sarnia ON N7T 7H3

Email: ontario@firstsolar.com
Telephone: 519-344-2187

http.//canada firstsolar.com/

First Solar, In¢.
5115 Blackwell Siderpad Telephone 519 344 2187
Sarnia, ON, N7T 7H3, Canada Facsirmile 519 344 8113 www . firstsolar.com



NOTICE OF A PROPOSAL

By First Solar Development (Canada), Inc. to Engage in a Renewable Energy Project

Project Name: St. Clair - Sombra Solar Farm
Project Location: Township of St. Clair: south of Bentpath Line and east of Baseline Road
Dated at the City of Toronto this 2™ day of December, 2009

First Solar Development (Canada), Inc. is planning to engage in a renewable energy project in respect of
which the issuance of a renewable energy approval is required. The distribution of this notice of a
proposal to engage in this renewable energy project and the project itself are subject to the provisions of
the Environmental Protection Act (ACT) Part V.0.1 and Ontario Regulation 359/09 (Regulation). This
notice must be distributed in accordance with section 15 of the Regulation prior to an application being
submitted and assessed for completeness by the Ministry of the Environment.

Project Description:

Pursuant to the Act and Regulation, the facility, in respect of which this project is to be engaged in, is
considered to be a Class 3 Solar Facility. If approved, this facility would have a total maximum name plate
capacity of 20 MW. The project location is described in the map below.

This project is being proposed in accordance with the requirements of the Act and Regulation. The Draft
Project Description Report titted Twp. of St. Clair - Sombra Solar Farm Project Description Report
describes the facility as a photovoltaic solar farm which will collect the energy from the sun using thin film
photovoltaic modules and convert it to electrical energy for distribution to the local electricity distribution
system. A written copy of the Draft Project Description Report is being made available for public
inspection at http://Canada.FirstSolar.com.

Project Contacts and Information:
To learn more about the project proposal or to communicate concerns please contact:

First Solar Development {Canada), Inc.
5115 Blackwell Sideroad,
Sarnia ON N7T 7H3
Email: ontario@firstsolar.com
Telephone: 519-344-2187

PROPOSED SOLAR FARM SITE
TOWNSHIP OF ST. CLAIR - SOMBRA SOLAR FARM
~ Wiawod In
2
%
St Cleir %
River
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—| I
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Proposed Sclar Farm Location




NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

To be held by First Solar Development (Canada), Inc. regarding a
Proposal to Engage in a Renewable Energy Project

Project Name: St. Clair - Sombra Solar Farm
Project Location: Township of St. Ciair: south of Bentpath Line and east of Baseline Road
Dated at the City of Toronto this 2™ day of December, 2009

First Solar Development (Canada), Inc. is planning to engage in a renewable energy project in respect of
which the issuance of a renewable energy approval is required. The proposal to engage in the project and
the project itself is subject to the provisions of the Environmental Protection Act (ACT) Part V.0.1 and
Ontario Regulation 359/09 (Regulation). This notice must be distributed in accordance with section 15 of
the Regulation prior to an application being submitted and assessed for completeness by the Ministry of
the Environment.

Meeting Location:

DATE: January 14, 2010

TIME: 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

PLACE: Royal Canadian Legion Leslie Sutherland Branch 447, Albert St. and Beckwith St., Township of
St.Clair

Project Description:

Pursuant to the Act and Regulation, the facility, in respect of which this project is to be engaged in, is a
Class 3 Solar Facility. If approved, this facility would have a total maximum name plate capacity of 20
MW. The project location is described in the map below.

Documents for Public Inspection:
The Draft Project Description Report titled Twp. of St. Clair - Sombra Solar Farm Project Description
Report describes the project as a photovoltaic solar farm which will collect the energy from the sun using
thin film photovoltaic modules and convert it to electrical energy for distribution to the local electricity
distribution system. A written copy of the Draft Project Description Report was made available for public
inspection on December 2, 2009 at hitp://Canada.FirstSolar.com.
PROPOSED SOLAR FARM SITE

Further, the applicant will prepare supporting TOWNSHIP OF ST. CLAIR - SOMBRA SOLAR FARM
documents in order to comply with the e
requirements of the Act and Regulation. Written
copies of the draft supporting documents will be
made available for public inspection at least 60
days before the final public meeting at

http://Canada.FirstSolar.com. Bockpalh Line
Project Contacts and information: i
To learn more about the project proposal, public :
meetings, or to communicate concerns please
contact; o

2h Ln

First Solar Development {(Canada), Inc.
5115 Blackwell Sideroad,

Sarnia ON N7T 7H3 PENNRNNNBER RO RS
Email: ontario@firstsolar.com .
Telephone: 519-344-2187 B ﬁ
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NOTICE OF A PROPOSAL

By First Solar Development (Canada), Inc. to Engage in a Renewable Energy Project

Project Name: St. Clair — Moore Solar Farm
Project Location: Township of St. Clair: north of Rokeby Line and west of Highway 40
Dated at the City of Toronto this 2" day of December, 2009

First Solar Development (Canada), Inc. is planning to engage in a renewable energy project in respect of
which the issuance of a renewable energy approval is required. The distribution of this notice of a
proposal fo engage in this renewable energy project and the project itself are subject to the provisions of
the Environmental Protection Act (ACT) Part V.0.1 and Ontario Regulation 359/09 {Regulation). This
notice must be distributed in accordance with section 15 of the Regulation prior to an application being
submitted and assessed for completeness by the Ministry of the Environment.

Project Description:

Pursuant to the Act and Regulation, the facility, in respect of which this project is to be engaged in, is
considered to be a Class 3 Solar Facility. If approved, this facility would have a total maximum name plate
capacity of 20 MW. The project location is described in the map below.

This project is being proposed in accordance with the requirements of the Act and Regulation. The Draft
Project Description Report titled Twp. of St. Clair - Moore Solar Farm Project Description Report
describes the facility as a photovoltaic solar farm which will collect the energy from the sun using thin film
photovoltaic modules and convert it to electrical energy for distribution to the local electricity distribution
system. A written copy of the Draft Project Description Report is being made available for public
inspection at http://Canada.FirstSolar.com.

Project Contacts and Information:
To tearn more about the project proposal or to communicate concemns please contact:

First Solar Development (Canada), Inc.
5115 Blackwell Sideroad,
Samnia ON N7T 7H3
Email: ontario@firstsolar.com
Telephone: 519-344-2187

PROPOSED SOLAR FARM SITE
TOWNSHIP OF ST. CLAIR - MOORE SOLAR FARM

Petroka Ln
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

To be held by First Solar Development (Canada), Inc. regarding a
Proposal to Engage in a Renewable Energy Project

Project Name: St. Clair - Moore Solar Farm
Project Location: Township of St. Clair; north of Rokeby Line and west of Highway 40
Dated at the City of Toronto this 2™ day of December, 2009

First Solar Development (Canada), Inc. is planning to engage in a renewable energy project in respect of
which the issuance of a renewable energy approval is required. The proposal to engage in the project and
the project itself is subject to the provisions of the Environmental Protection Act (ACT) Part V.0.1 and
Ontario Regulation 359/09 (Regulation). This notice must be distributed in accordance with section 15 of
the Regulation prior to an application being submitted and assessed for completeness by the Ministry of
the Environment.

Meeting Location:

DATE: January 14, 2010

TIME: 4:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.

PLACE: Royal Canadian Legion Leslie Sutherland Branch 447, Albert St. and Beckwith St., Township of
St.Clair

Project Description:

Pursuant to the Act and Regulation, the facility, in respect of which this project is to be engaged in, is a
Class 3 Solar Facility. If approved, this facility would have a total maximum name plate capacity of 20
MW. The project location is described in the map below.

Documents for Public Inspection:

The Draft Project Description Report titted Twp. of St. Clair — Moore Solar Farm Project Description
Report describes the project as a photovoltaic solar farm which will collect the energy from the sun using
thin film photovoltaic modules and convert it to electrical energy for distribution to the local electricity
distribution system. A written copy of the Draft Project Description Report was made available for public
inspection on December 2, 2009 at http://Canada.FirstSolar.com

. . . PROPQOSED SOLAR FARM SITE
Further, the _appllcant will prepare SUPpOftmg TOWNSHIP OF ST. CLAIR - MOORE SOLAR FARM
documents in order to comply with the - -

requirements of the Act and Regulation. Written
copies of the draft supporting documents will be |[—fzens-
made available for public inspection at least 60 | /=
days before the final public meeting at
http://Canada.FirstSolar.com.

Petrolis Lo

Project Contacts and Information:

To learn more about the project proposal, public
meetings, or to communicate concerns please
contact:

P Gmripey

First Solar Development (Canada), Inc.
5115 Blackwell Sideroad,

Sarnia ON N7T 7H3

Email: ontario@firstsolar.com
Telephone: 519-344-2187




PROJECT DESCRIPTION REPORT
Twp. Of St. Clair — St. Clair-Moore Solar Farm

Date:  November 24, 2009

Contact Information;
Web Page: http://Canada.FirstSolar.com

Mailing:  First Solar Development (Canada), Inc.
5115 Blackwell Sideroad,
Sarnia ON N7T 7H3

Email: ontario@firstsolar.com

Telephone; 519-344-2187
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Proponent

First Solar Development {Canada), Inc. (hereinafter referred to as “First Solar”).

Project Description

A solar farm is proposed which will coilect the energy from the sun using thin film photovoltaic
modules and convert it to electrical energy for distribution to the local electricity distribution
system. The proposed solar farm will be capable of producing 20 MW of electricity and will be
developed on a 297 acre (120 ha) parcel of land located east of Mooretown in the Township of
St. Clair {north of Rokeby Line, west of Highway 40). The solar farm is designated as a “class 3”
solar facility as defined by Section 4 of Q. Reg. 359/09 regarding Renewable Energy Approvals. A
class 3 solar facility is a renewable energy facility with a name plate power capacity greater than
10kW situated at any location other than being mounted on the roof or wall of 3 building,

About The Proponent

The proponent, First Solar, develops and constructs selar farms and is a solar module
manufacturer producing low cost thin film photovoltaic modules. First Solar manufactures and
uses low profile {up to 3.5m high), stationary thin film photovoltaic arrays which minimize wind
loading and visual impacts. First Sofar’'s modules consume no fuel and create no atmospheric
emissions, ground vibrations or water pollution in the generation of electricity. The proponent
has proposed and established a number of solar farms in North America, Europe and Asia,
including projects devetoped by First Solar and its affiliates, and by project partners that use First

Solar-manufactured modules in their projects. Projects include a planned solar farm in San Luis
' Obispo County, California which will generate 550 MW of electricity when complete. First Solar
is also currently constructing an 80 MW solar farm in Sarnia, Ontario. The first phase of that
project was compieted in late 20009.

General Location and Site Details of the Proposed St. Clair
- Moore Solar Farm

The site of the proposed solar farm is located north of Rokeby Line, west of Highway 40 as shown
below:

MB-2-708 Rev X
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The subject site is approximately 297 acres (120 ha} in size and is currently used for traditional
agricultural purposes. The land uses surrounding the site are industrial to the north, east and
south; and, agriculture uses separated by a hydro corridor and railway tracks to the west.

The property is currently owned by local landowners under contract with First Solar.

Photovoltaic Technology Overview

The proposed solar farm will use thin film photovoltaic modules manufactured by First Solar. The
modules utilize a thin film semi-conductor fayer encapsulated between two sheets of glass that
produce electricity when exposed to the sun’s rays. Each module produces a total of
approximately 70 to 75 watts of direct current (“DC”) electricity. Solar modules are connected
and mounted together to form solar arrays, each containing many rows of solar modules.
Depending on its size, a solar farm may contain many arrays, as shown in the image below:
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Image Source: First Solar

The DC electricity produced by the solar arrays is collected and is converted into Alternating
Current (AC) by inverters and then sent to a transformer to increase the voltage of the electricity
to the same level as the |ocal electricity distribution system. The inverters, located at various
points throughout the site, are enclosed within a concrete housing for noise reduction and
weather protection purposes. Metering, safety disconnect and remote trip equipment is located
at the utility connection point where the solar farm is connected to the local electricity
distribution system. The local utility or Hydro One can control the solar farm grid connection
during power outages or grid disruptions to ensure the safe and reliable operation of the
electricity system.

Visibility

Given the low profile of the solar arrays used by First Solar, the solar farm will create a visual
horizon similar to, or lower than, many other agricultural structures such as a ginseng farm or
commercial greenhouses.

The solar arrays have a height of up to 3.5m high and slope toward the ground at an angle
suitable for maximum sun exposure.

Where appropriate, tree screens are used, alone ar in conjunction with other visual barriers
along various segments of the project’s boundary to provide a visual screen and enhance
aesthetics as shown below.
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First Solar tree screen at Sarnia Sotar Farm (image Source: First Solar)

Solar Farm Construction and the Natural Environment

Ensuring the protection and sustainability of the natural environment is a key consideration in
any development. As part of its construction program, First Solar employs a variety of native
grasses and other plants as groundcaver between and under the solar arrays. This ground cover
not oniy benefits soil quality, it improves stormwater runoff quality and the potential for
erosion. Typical short grass plantings are shown in the image below at a solar farm in Dimbach
Germany for which First Solar provided the modules:
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image Source: First Solar

Because of its passive nature and fimited land disturbance, the proposed solar farm will have
minimal impacts on the natural environment. However, as part of the Renewable Energy
Approval process, First Solar will be preparing a Natural Heritage Assessment and a Water
Feature Assessment to identify, document, and investigate natural heritage features on and in
the vicinity of the subject site. Should the project be located within a Provincial setback to a
natural heritage feature {120 m in most cases), an Environmental Impact Study {(EIS) must be
prepared which will identify any negative environmental effects that may result from engaging in
the project and note appropriate mitigation measures. If an EIS is necessary, First Solar will
make this document available to the public at least 60 days prior to the final public meeting. As
part of the Renewable Energy Approval process these environmental reports will also be
reviewed by the Ministry of Natural Resources, Any needed mitigation will be implemented.

Related to the foregoing, First Solar has commissioned and will submit for public and
government agency review, additional technical reports to ensure that all aspects of the project
will minimize potential environmental impacts.

Traffic Generation

During construction of the solar farm, as with any construction project, there will be short term,
intermittent traffic generated from the delivery of materials and arrival/departure of
construction personnel. Due to the short duration of this phase of development and the small
number of on-site employees required for regular operation {1-2}, limited impact on the local
road network and community traffic patterns will occur. Traffic studies have been prepared
identifying the amount and types of traffic to be expected during the construction and operation
phases of the development. Mitigation measures, where required, will be implemented.
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Air & Noise

The solar arrays and related equipment do not generate any air emissions other than a limited
amount of naise that comes from the inverters, transformers and associated cooling fans located
throughout the solar farm. All noise emissions must meet Ministry of the Environment {MOE)
standards for noise levels at adjacent residences. These standards require that noise levels from
the solar farm are literally “quieter than a library”, at 40 decibels maximum at the point of
reception. A detailed Acoustic Assessment Report will be prepared and made available to the
public and government agencies at least 60 days prior to the final public meeting which
guantifies noise generated from the solar farm.

Local Socio-Economic Benefits

Solar farm construction will create significant employment opportunities during the construction
phase. There will be demand for construction and other skilled trades. Each 10 MW solar farm
has hundreds of thousands of solar modules that must be put in place and connected to each
other. Electricians are required for above-ground wiring and installation of the inverters,
transformers and meters required to connect to the focal electricity distribution system.
Typically, a 10 MW solar farm will create the equivalent of about 50 jobs during the year of
construction, or over 100,000 hours of skilied labour requirement.

In addition to direct construction employment, First Solar works with numerous local

engineering and environmental consultants to help design the solar farm, and with many Ontario
suppliers to provide equipment,

Local economic benefits will extend beyond the purchase of equipment to be used in the
generation of solar electricity. For example, the local hospitality industry is expected to benefit
from an increase in visitors and contractors associated with the construction and ongoing
operation of the solar farm.

Decommissioning

First Solar was the first solar manufacturer to develop a pre-funded recycling program for its
solar modules that enables substantially all components, including the glass and the
encapsulated semiconductor material, to be recycled and processed into new solar modules or
other products. Detailed information can be found about First Solar’s comprehensive module
collection and recycling program on its website (www.firstsolar.com). A specific
decommissioning plan for the subject site will be prepared in accordance with Ministry
requirements and made available to the public and government agencies for review at least 60
days prior to the final public meeting.
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Provincial Policy Statement {“PPS”)

The PPS provides policy direction on matters of Provincial interest related to land use planning
and development. As a key part of Ontario’s policy-led planning system, the PPS sets the policy
foundation for regulating the development and use of land. The PPS came into effect on March
1%, 2005. The establishment of the solar farm on the subject site is encouraged by and consistent
with the PPS, particularly with regard to long term economic prosperity, the Province’s clean
energy objectives, and air quality. Section 1.8.3 specifically permits renewable energy generation
in “rural areas and prime agricultural areas in accordance with provinciol and federal
requirements” provided that they are designed to minimize impacts on agricultural operations. It
is clear that the Provincial intent as confirmed in decisions of the Ontario Municipal Board is that
Section 1.8.3 is the guiding policy for Renewable Energy project development and that a solar
farm use is permitted on agricultural land as defined by the PPS,

A full analysis of the PPS in relation to the proposed solar farm will be made available to the
public and government agencies a minimum of 60 days before the final pu'blic meeting.

Greenbelt Plan (2005)

The project is not located within the boundary of the Greenbelt Plan {2005).

Land Use Compatibility

The development of the proposed solar farm is encouraged by the Ontario government and has
received from the Province a contract under Ontario’s Renewable Energy Standard Offer
Program (RESOP) to produce electricity, which will be fed into the local electricity distribution
system,

The proposed solar farm is a passive land use and 1s fully compatible with the land uses in
proximity to the subject site. There are no atmospheric emissions or ground vibrations emitted
from the project and stormwater flows are not increased from pre-development flows. In
addition, proposed plantings between and under the arrays will improve storm water run-off
flows, provide erosion control and help to improve soil guality over time,

The proposed solar farm will be constructed, operated and decommissioned without impeding
the land’s ability to sustain traditional agriculture at the end of the project’s life.

The low-profile character of the proposed solar farm arrays allows for easy screening, buffering
and separation from any sensitive land uses.
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Project Location Map

PROPOSED SOLAR FARM SITE
TOWNSHIP OF ST. CLAIR - MOORE SOLAR FARM
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION REPORT
Twp. Of St. Clair — St. Clair-Sombra Solar Farm

Date: November 24, 2009

Contact Information:

Web Page: http://Canada.FirstSolar.com

Mailing:  First Solar Development (Canada), Inc.
5115 Blackwell Sideroad,
Sarnia ON N7T 7H3

Email: ontario@firstsolar.com

Telephone: 515-344-2187
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Proponent

First Solar Development {Canada), Inc. (hereinafter referred to as “First Solar”).

Project Description

A solar farm is proposed which will collect the energy from the sun using thin film photovoltaic
modules and convert it to electrical energy for distribution to the jocai electricity distribution
system. The proposed solar farm will be capable of producing 20 MW of electricity and will be
developed on a 347 acre (140 ha) parcel of land located east of Sombra Village in Township of St.
Clair (south of Bentpath Line, east of Baseline Road). The solar farm is designated as a “class 3”
solar facility as defined by Section 4 of O. Reg. 359/09 regarding Renewable Energy Approvals. A
class 3 solar facility is 3 renewable energy facility with a name plate power capacity greater than
10kW situated at any location other than being mounted on the roof or wall of a building.

About The Proponent

The proponent, First Solar, develops and constructs solar farms and is a solar module
manufacturer producing low caost thin film photovoltaic modules. First Solar manufactures and
uses low profile (up to 3.5m high), stationary thin film photovoltaic arrays which minimize wind
toading and visual impacts. First Solar’'s modules consume no fuel and create no atmospheric
emissions, ground vibrations or water pollution in the generation of electricity. The proponent
has proposed and established a number of solar farms in North America, Europe and Asia,
including projects developed by First Solar and its affiliates, and by project partners that use First
Solar-manufactured modules in their projects. Projects include a planned sotar farm in San Luis
Obispo County, California which will generate 550 MW of electricity when complete. First Solar
is also currently constructing an 80 MW solar farm in Sarnia, Ontario. The first phase of that
project was completed in late 2009.

General Location and Site Details of the Proposed St. Clair
- Sombra Solar Farm

The site of the proposed solar farm is located south of Bentpath Line, east of Baseline Road as
shown below:
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The subject site is approximately 347 acres (140 ha) In sfze and is currently used for traditional
agricultural purposes. The land uses surrounding the site are a mix of agriculture and rural
residential uses.

The property is currently owned by local landowners under contract with First Solar.

Photovoltaic Technology Overview

The proposed solar farm will use thin film photovoltaic modules manufactured by First Solar. The
modules utilize a thin film semi-conductor layer encapsulated between two sheets of glass that
produce electricity when exposed to the sun’s rays. Each module produces a total of
approximately 70 to 75 watts of direct current (“DC”) electricity. Solar modules are connected
and mounted together to form solar arrays, each containing many rows of solar modules.
Depending on its size, a solar farm may contain many arrays, as shown in the image below:
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Image Source: First Solar

The DC electricity produced by the solar arrays is collected and is converted into Alternating
Current {AC) by inverters and then sent to a transformer to increase the voltage of the electricity
to the same level as the local electricity distribution system. The inverters, located at various
points throughout the site, are enclosed within a concrete housing for noise reduction and
weather protection purposes. Metering, safety disconnect and remote trip equipment is located
at the utility connection point where the solar farm is connected to the local electricity
distribution system. The local utility or Hydro One can control the salar farm grid connection
during power outages or grid disruptions to ensure the safe and reliable operation of the
electricity system.

Visibility

Given the low profile of the solar arrays used by First Solar, the solar farm will create a visual
horizon similar to, or lower than, many other agricultural structures such as a ginseng farm or
commercial greenhouses.

The solar arrays have a height of up to 3.5m high and slope toward the ground at an angle
suitable for maximum sun exposure.

Where appropriate, tree screens are used, alone or in conjunction with other visual barriers
along various segments of the project’s boundary to provide a visual screen and enhance
aesthetics as shown below.
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First Solar tree screen at Sarnia Solar Farm (Image Source: First Solar}

Solar Farm Construction and the Natural Environment

Ensuring the protection and sustainability of the natural environment is a key consideration in
any development. As part of its construction prograrn, First Solar employs a variety of native
grasses and other plants as groundcover between and under the solar arrays. This ground cover
not only benefits soll quality, it improves stormwater runoff quality and the potential for
erosion. Typical short grass plantings are shown in the image below at a solar farm in Dimbach
Germany for which First Solar provided the modules:
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Image Source: First Solar

Because of its passive nature and limited land disturbance, the proposed solar farm will have
minimal impacts on the natural environment. However, as part of the Renewable Energy
Approval process, First Solar will be preparing a Natural Heritage Assessment and a Water
Feature Assessment to identify, document, and investigate natural heritage features on and in
the vicinity of the subject site. Should the project be located within a Provincial sethack to a
natural heritage feature {120 m in most cases), an Environmental Impact Study (EIS) must be
prepared which will identify any negative environmental effects that may result from engaging in
the project and note appropriate mitigation measures. f an EIS is necessary, First Solar will
make this document available to the public at least 60 days prior to the final public meeting. As
part of the Renewable Energy Approval process these environmental reports will also be
reviewed by the Ministry of Natural Resources. Any needed mitigation will be implemented.

Related to the foregoing, First Solar has commissioned and will submit for public and
government agency review, additional technical reports to ensure that all aspects of the project
will minimize potential envirenmental impacts.

Traffic Generation

During construction of the solar farm, as with any construction project, there will be short term,
intermittent traffic generated from the delivery of materials and arrival/departure of
construction personnel. Due to the short duration of this phase of development and the smail
number of on-site emplayees required for regular operation (1-2), limited impact on the local
road network and community traffic patterns will occur. Traffic studies have been prepared
identifying the amount and types of traffic to be expected during the construction and operation
phases of the development. Mitigation measures, where required, will be implemented.
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Air & Noise

The solar arrays and related equipment do not generate any air emissions other than a limited
amount of noise that comes from the inverters, transformers and associated cooling fans located
throughout the solar farm. All noise emissions must meet Ministry of the Environment (MOE)
standards for noise levels at adjacent residences. These standards require that noise levels from
the solar farm are literally “quieter than a library”, at 40 decibels maximum at the point of
reception. A detailed Acoustic Assessment Report will be prepared and made available to the
public and government agencies at least 60 days prior to the final public meeting which
quantifies noise generated from the solar farm.

Local Socio-Economic Benefits

Solar farm construction will create significant employment opportunities during the construction
phase. There will be demand for construction and other skilled trades. Each 10 MW solar farm
has hundreds of thousands of solar modules that must be put in place and connected to each
other. Electricians are required for aboveground wiring and installation of the inverters,
transfoermers and meters required to connect to the local electricity distribution systemn.
Typically, a 10 MW solar farm will create the equivalent of about 50 jobs during the year of
construction, or over 100,000 hours of skilled labour requirement.

In addition to direct construction employment, First Solar works with numerous local
engineering and environmental consultants to help design the solar farm, and with many Ontario
suppliers to provide equipment.

Local economic benefits will extend beyond the purchase of equipment to be used in the .
generation of solar efectricity. For example, the local hospitality industry is expected to benefit
from an increase in visitors and contractors associated with the construction and ongoing
operation of the solar farm.

Decommissioning

First Solar was the first solar manufacturer to develop a pre-funded recycling program for its
solar modules that enables substantially all components, including the glass and the
encapsulated semiconductor material, to be recycled and processed into new solar modules or
other praducts. Detailed information can be found about First Solar’s comprehensive module
collection and recycling program on its website {www.firstsolar.com). A specific
decammissioning plan for the subject site will be prepared in accordance with Ministry
requirements and made available to the public and government agencies for review at least 60
days prior to the final public meeting.
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Provincial Policy Statement (“PPS”)

The PPS provides policy direction on matters of Provincial interest related to land use planning
and development. As a key part of Ontario’s policy-led planning system, the PPS sets the policy
foundation for regulating the development and use of land. The PPS came into effect on March
1%, 2005. The establishment of the solar farm on the subject site is encouraged by and consistent
with the PPS, particularly with regard to long term economic prosperity, the Province’s clean
energy objectives, and air quality. Section 1.8.3 specifically permits renewahble energy generation
in “rural areas and prime agricultural areas in accordance with provincial and federal
requirements” provided that they are designed to minimize impacts on agricultural operations. it
is clear that the Provincial intent as confirmed in decisions of the Ontario Municipal Board is that
Section 1.8.3 is the guiding policy for Renewable Energy project development and that a solar
farm use is permitted on agricultural land as defined by the PPS,

A fuli analysis of the PPS in relation to the proposed solar farm will be made available to the
public and government agencies a minimum of 60 days befare the final public meeting.

Greenbelt Plan (2005)

The project is not located within the boundary of the Greenbelt Pian {2005).

Land Use Compatibility

The development of the proposed solar farm is encouraged by the Ontario government and has
received from the Province a contract under Ontario’s Renewable Energy Standard Offer
Program (RESOP) to produce electricity, which will be fed into the local electricity distribution
system,

The proposed solar farm is a passive land use and is fully compatible with the land uses in
proximity to the subject site. There are no atmospheric emissions or ground vibrations emitted
from the project and stormwater flows are not increased from pre-development flows. In
addition, proposed piantings between and under the arrays will improve storm water run-off
flows, provide erosion control and help to imprave soil quality over time.

The proposed solar farm will be constructed, operated and decommissioned without impeding
the land’s ability to sustain traditional agriculture at the end of the project’s life.

The low-prafile character of the proposed solar farm arrays allows for easy screening, buffering
and separation from any sensitive land uses,
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Project Location Map

PROPOSED SOLAR FARM SITE
TOWNSHIP OF ST. CLAIR - SOMBRA SOLAR FARM
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N
First Solar.

February 26, 2010 VIA REGULAR MAIL

Chief Chris Plain
Aamjiwnaang First Nation
978 Tashmoo Avenue
Samia, ON

N7T 7H5

Dear Chief Plain,

Further to our letter dated December 14, 2009 regarding our proposed solar farm projects in St. Clair
Township Ontario we are writing you to provide an update on the project. On January 14%, 2010 and in
accordance with Ontario Regulation 359/09 (‘Regulation”), we held the first public consultation meeting.
We will send to you notice for the next public meeting once a date for this meeting has been set,

Draft versions of the required project reports and technical studies have been completed and were posted
on First Solar's webstite (http://canada firstsolar.com) during February 2010. The enclosed CD contains a
full set of the reports, studies, and site plan drawings for you and your community to review. If you would
like hard copies of the draft documents please let us know and we will arrange to have a set provided to
you. As well, if you wish to make a set of the documents available to your community in a public location
(i.e. your closest library or community centre), please let us know the appropriate contact and we will
provide a printed set of the materials for them.

We kindly request that you provide in wiiting to us any information available to your community that you feel
should also be considered by First Solar in finalizing the project studies and reports. In particular, if you
have information on potential adverse impacts that the project may have and any measures for mitigating
those potential adverse impacts, please let us know.

If you so desire, we would be happy to meet directly with you and your band council (or a community
representative that you designate) at your convenience regarding the project. To learn more about the
project proposal, public meetings, or to arrange for a meeting, please contact:

Peter Carrie, Vice President

First Solar Development (Canada), Inc.
5115 Blackwell Sideroad,

Samia ON. N7T 7H3

Email: ontario@firstsolar.com
Telephone: 519-344-2187
http://canada.firstsolar.com/

First Solar, Inc.
5115 Blackwell Sidercad Telephane 519 344 2187
Sarnia, ON, N7T 7H3, Canada Facsimile 519 344 8113 www.firstspilar.com
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First Solar.

February 26, 2010 VIA REGULAR MAIL

Chief Joseph Gilbert
Bkeiwanong Territory
R.R.#3
Wallaceburg, ON
NB8A 4K9

Dear Chief Gilbert,

Further to our letter dated December 14, 2009 regarding our proposed solar farm projects in St. Clair Ontario and
letter dated February 1, 2010 regarding our proposed solar farm project in Amherstburg Ontario we are writing you to
provide an update on the projects. On January 14, 2010 and in accordance with Ontario Regulation 359/09
{*Regulation”), we held the first public consultation meeting for the St. Clair projects. The first public meeting for the
Amherstburg project is scheduled for March 4%, 2010. We will send to you notice for the next public meetings once a
date for these meetings has been set.

Draft versions of the required project reports and technical studies have been completed and were posted on First
Solar's website (http://canada firstsolar.com) during February 2010. The enclosed CD contains a full set of the
reports, studies, and site plan drawings for you and your community to review. If you would like hard copies of the
draft documents please let us know and we will arrange to have a set provided to you. As well, if you wish to make a
set of the documents available to your community in a public location {i.e. your closest library or community centre),
please let us know the appropriate contact and we wilt provide a printed set of the materials for them.

We kindly request that you provide in writing to us any information available to your community that you feel should
also be considered by First Solar in finalizing the project studies and reports. In particular, if you have information on
potential adverse impacts that the project may have and any measures for mitigating those potential adverse
impacts, please let us know.

If you so desire, we would be happy to mest directly with you and your band council (or a community representative
that you designate) at your convenience regarding the project. To learn more about the project proposal, public
meetings, or 1o arrange for a meeting, please contact;

Peter Carrie, Vice President

First Solar Development (Canada), Inc.
5115 Blackwell Sideroad,

Sarnia ON. N7T 7H3

Email: ontario@firstsolar.com
Telephene: 519-344-2187
http.//canada. firstsolar.com/

First Solar, Inc.
5115 Blackwell Sideroad Telephone 519 344 2187
Sarnia, ON, N7T 7H3, Canada Facsimile 519 344 8113 www.firstsolar.com
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